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Man behind-the-scenes 

Wayne Lindley, responsible  

for  in-house renovations of 

Morgan courthouse, retiring 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  A devoted employee would be 
an understatement for Mainte-
nance Director Wayne Lindley 
as he goes beyond the scope of 
his title daily at the Morgan 
County Courthouse. 
  While most are sleeping, he 
goes to work at 5 a.m. Monday 
through Friday  seasonally to  

turn on air or heat to make sure 
the building is comfortable for 
employees and visitors. That’s 
just one of  many tasks he per-
forms. He doesn’t sit while 
those he supervises work. He 
leads the way. 
  Lindley is retiring this month 
after 40 years of county employ-

Morgan County’s 

brick-and-mortar 

sales tax increases 

County officials 

hope to replace 

HVAC with American 

Rescue Plan funds 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 A portion of Morgan County’s estimated 
$23.2 million allotment 
from the American Res-
cue Plan will be used for 
a  new heating and cool-
ing system for the court-
house. 
  County Commission 
Chairman Ray Long says 
he received confirmation 
recently that the system is a qualifying 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, Mor-
gan County’s sales tax collections from 
brick-and-mortar businesses are rising 
and payments to 
school systems have 
increased by large per-
centages. 
  A monthly compari-
son showed a 32 per-
cent increase in April 
over the same time last 
year, according to Sales 
Tax Director Kisha Bolding. 
  “I really feel good about the numbers. 
Everything has been steadily increasing 
across the board,” said Bolding.  New 
businesses are cropping up daily. We 
review records to make sure new busi-
nesses have sales tax accounts.” 
  Percentages for each school system are 
set by the state Department of Educa-
tion. Bolding explained that the state 
superintendent’s office sends annual 
statements reflecting percentages for 
distribution to schools. 
  “We follow the guidelines in accord-
ance with the statements,” said Bolding. 
“The Morgan County Board of Educa-
tion gets a portion of the 1-cent sales 
tax and 2-cents tax. The other systems 
get a portion of the 1-cent tax.” 
  Overall, Morgan had an increase of 
11.05 percent during the current fiscal 

Lindley looks out from the third-floor balcony of the courthouse, a facili-

ty  for which he’s  provided  40 years of service. 

Please see Lindley, page 2 

Please see Rescue,  page 3 

Please see Sales tax, page 3 

Bolding 
Long 
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Lindley 

-ment. 
  He first went to work under the Com-
prehensive Employment Training Act 
(CETA), a jobs program established by 
federal law in the 1970s. After working 
more than a year under CETA , Lind-
ley became a full-time  maintenance 
worker in 1982, mowing the lawn and 
repairing whatever needed fixing at 
the courthouse as well as other county 
facilities. After being promoted to di-
rector in 2005  he didn’t stop working. 
Instead, he worked harder, spearhead-
ing interior construction of the court-
house. Projects include building a 
third district courtroom, a probate 
courtroom and an entire department 
to house community corrections. He 
and his staff of five men remodeled 
the County Commission meeting 
chambers, also.  All was done without 
architectural design. 
  “It’s all in my head. I learned car-
pentry and trades that go with it early 
in life, and I love building things,” said 
Lindley, a native of Morgan County. I 
believe in putting heart into my work. 
That’s just me.” 
  Those skills, coupled with leadership 
abilities moved him to the top job six 
teen years ago, but he remained “one 
of the guys”. 

  “I believe in leading by example. I 
look at  it as we’re all working togeth-
er. I wouldn’t tell somebody to do 
something and not pull my load of the 
work. We’re all in it together. I’m not a 
barking out orders type of guy. I’ve 
been working hard all my life and I 
wouldn’t dare sit down just because 
I’m in management.” 
  Chairman Ray Long, who’s in charge 
of daily operations of the courthouse, 
praised Lindley’s work ethic. 
  “Wayne gives the county an hour of 
his time early each day. I don’t know 
anybody who would do that,” said 
Long. “His knowledge is invaluable. 
He knows everything about the build-
ing. He knows where everything is. If 
something breaks down he knows ex-
actly where to look to find the prob-
lem. While we hate to see him leave, 
we’re proud for him being able to re-
tire. We’re definitely going to miss 
him.” 
  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark 
says Lindley will be an impossible act 
to follow. 
  “Wayne’s work is unmatchable. He’s 
one of the hardest working men I’ve 
ever met and his departure will be no-
ticeable for years to come,” said Clark. 
  Other commissioners share Clark’s 
sentiment. 
“He’s a great guy, hardworking, dedi-

cated, willing and very polite,” said 
District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher. 
“He’s the perfect example of leader-
ship. He leads by example and that’s 
exactly what any employer wants. I’ve 
thoroughly enjoyed working with him 
for my entire political career.” 
  “He’s definitely a dedicated employee 
to the county,” District 4 Commission-

er Greg Abercrombie said. “He looks at 
the job like it’s personal. I appreciate 
his time and sacrifice. He will be 
missed.” 
  Lindley plans to enjoy retirement with 
his wife Tina, son Randall and grand-
daughters Harper, 5 and Ella, 13.  
  And, he’ll continue enjoying time he 
reserves for hunting and fishing. 

Continued from  page 1 

 Lindley, right, installing carpet in the probate courtroom in May.  He continues to 

work to the day of retirement. 

Left, Lindley stands in the reception area of  the Community Corrections department  he and staff built;  right, he’s in the commission office they remodeled. 

Continued from Page 1 
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  Chairman Ray Long, left, and District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest presented a check to  Caki 

Bolding for purchase of supplies for the Decatur Boys and Girls Club.  During a recent meeting the 

County Commission voted unanimously to give  a monetary donation to the organization. 

Helping Children 

Sales tax 

 year. 
    “As far as taxes go the econo-
my in Morgan County looks 
good and I feel it’s going to con-
tinue increasing. That’s the way 
it’s trending,” Bolding said. 
  The increased brick-and-
mortar tax collections are now 
coupled with proceeds from the 
Simplified Sellers Use Tax 
(SSUT) Morgan County receives, 
after the Alabama Supreme 
Court in May upheld a local bill 
by state Sen. Arthur Orr. Exclu-
sive to Morgan County, the local 
law re-directs the lion’s share of 
online tax collections to the 
three school systems in the 

county. 
  County Commission Chairman 
Ray Long was disappointed in 
the ruling but said he’s not 
against the schools getting more 
money. 
    “We still feel the online distri-
bution is unfair, but we’re glad 
that  it will help the school sys-
tems,” said Long. “We’re pleased 
with the increase in brick-and-
mortar tax that will also benefit 
the schools.” 
  Sen. Orr got the law passed in 
the legislature in 2019 for the 
purpose of helping schools come 
up to higher levels in education. 
The county appealed a lower 
court’s ruling that upheld the 
local law, and the state Supreme 

Rescue  

expenditure. “I was told that 
money from it can be used for 
replacing our old system,” Long 
said. “When the old one  breaks 
down, parts are hard to find, 
and we plan to replace it with a 
modern one that will keep 
germs from circulating through-
out the courthouse.” 
  He explained that a new unit 
will make circulation exclusive 
for each floor and heating and 
cooling will be controlled in 
each office.  “The current system 
is manually controlled. Vents in 
offices have to be manually ad-
justed and settings for cooling 
and heating are set for all offic-
es. While one office might be 
real warm, another is freezing.  
The new system will allow indi-
vidual control of temperatures. 
The main thing is to isolate the 
spread of germs through circu-
lation. This is a huge safety 
measure, especially during a 
pandemic,” Long said. 
   Commissioners welcomed the 
news. 
  “We’ve known for several years 
that we were going to have to 

replace the system because of its 
age,” said District 1 Commis-
sioner Jeff Clark. “It’s good 
we’re getting this money be-
cause it’ll keep us from having 
to go into the general fund to 
pay for it. I figure it will cost 
more than what it did to build 
the entire courthouse, which 
was around $2.2 million. It’s got 
to be replaced for the safety of 
employees and visitors to the 
courthouse. Replacing the 
HVAC system is something we 
all agree on. We’re waiting to 
get a list that shows what ac-
ceptable expenditures are. We 
don’t want to spend money for 
something that’s not listed and 
have to pay it back.” 
  District 3 Commissioner Don 
Stisher says, “It will be money 
well spent because we definitely 
need a new system that will pro-
vide safe circulation and func-
tion properly.” 
   District 4 Commissioner Greg 
Abercrombie agrees. 
 “It should make the building 
safer and more efficient,” said 
Abercrombie.  Long does not 
have a time estimate for when 
the project might get underway. 

Boat race at Lake Guntersville June 26-27 
  Racing on water is growing 
in popularity at Lake Gun-
tersville where people of all 
ages are welcomed to watch 
some of the fastest vessels 
compete on an oval course 
at speeds up to 200 mph, 
according to Melea Hames, 
Alabama Mountain Lakes 
Tourist Association’s social 
media manager. 

  The annual event is hosted 
by Marshall County Tourism 
and Sports and is scheduled 
for June 26-27 when boat 
operators will compete for 
the Southern Cup title. 
  Entertainment, sponsor 
giveaways, food vendors and 
interactive activities provid-
ed by the U.S. Army will be 
included, also. 

  Prior to the racing event, 
attendees will be offered an 
opportunity on June 25th to 
meet boat owners, racers 
and team members with 
photo opportunities. In ad-
dition, people will be able to 
attend autograph sessions 
with owners, racers and 
team members during the 
race weekend. 

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from page 1 Court sided with the Montgomery County 
Circuit Judge on May 17th. The ruling re-
leased approximately $3 million from an 
escrow account to the school systems. The 

county will keep 5% of the online tax for 
administrative costs.  Volunteer fire depart-
ments will get about  1.5 percent from  the  
distribution. 

Morgan County  sales tax  collections comparison 
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  Leaders of counties throughout North Alabama , including Morgan County 

commissioners listen to ACCA Executive Director Sonny Brasfield’s pitch about 

managing the local entities’ spending of federal stimulus money. 

Morgan Commission hosts ACCA 

regional meeting on stimulus funds 

  Last month Morgan County hosted a 
regional meeting for the Association of 
County Commissions of Alabama to 
discuss management of American Res-
cue funding awarded to each county. 
  ACCA Executive Director Sonny Bras-
field delivered a pitch, proposing that 
the organization manage the federal 
funding for counties. 
  Commissioners came from counties 
throughout North Alabama, including 
Limestone, Lawrence, Madison and 

Lauderdale, to attend the meeting 
which was held in the Emergency Man-
agement Agency auditorium in the 
basement. 
  Chairman Ray Long said Morgan has 
not made a decision regarding Bras-
field’s offer. 
   Morgan County’s allotment is rough-
ly $23.2 million. 
  “The meeting was informative, but we 
haven’t made a decision regarding the 
offer,” Long said. 

Service honors officers 

who died while working 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Morgan County Circuit Judge 
Jennifer Howell shared a personal 
story about what life was like with 
her father, who worked in law en-
forcement. 
  Howell told her story as keynote 
speaker to an audience gathered 
in Cotaco Park at the courthouse 
on May 14th for a memorial service 
honoring law enforcement officers 
who were slain in the line of duty. 
  She said her Father, the late 
Murray Millwee, who was district 
manager of the state probation 
office, would take her to school 
and when they passed police offic-
ers she noticed how they acknowl-
edged each other with a certain 
“steering wheel” wave and she 
sensed a brotherhood between 
them. Howell said the comradery 
made her feel safe. 
  “That feeling of safety was 
brought on in part by the common 
bond shared between my daddy 
and his brothers and sisters in law 
enforcement,” she said. 
  She pulled one of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s quotes to inspire 

officers in attendance. 
  “I want to encourage you to keep 
doing what you’re doing and do it 
to the best of your ability. In the 
words of Martin Luther King Jr.: 
‘Darkness cannot drive out dark-
ness, only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate, only love 
can do that.’  Be that light and be 
that love. Keep doing what you’re 
doing and do it with pride, even in 
the face of difficult circumstances. 
It honors those who came before 
you to keep your profession one 
that instills in others a sense of 
safety and pride.” 
  When introducing Howell, Sher-
iff Ron Puckett said she’s an advo-
cate for law enforcement. 
  Decatur Police Chief Nate Allen 
opened the ceremony with en-
couraging remarks about local law 
enforcement and acknowledge-
ment of those who died during 
service. 
  Decatur Police Chaplin Joe 
McKaig  gave the  invocation; 
State trooper Gary  Daniel  sang 
the  National Anthem and Amaz-

Continued on next page 
 A police officer  takes  a   flower to place  at  the monument in honor of a slain officer. 

  Left, Decatur Police officer Nate Allen speaks to  the  crowd; right, Judge Jennifer Howell 

delivers keynote  address. 
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Service  

ing  Grace. 
  Somerville Police Chief Keith 
Hornbuckle led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
  Hartselle Police Chief Justin 
Barley introduced  elected  
officials. 
  County Commission Chair-
man Ray Long presented a 
proclamation; and Decatur 
Mayor Tab Bowling presented 
a proclamation on behalf of 
the city. State Sen. Arthur Orr 
and retired District Court 
Judge Charles Langham at-
tended the service. 

  As Priceville Police Chief 
Rick Williams called each 
slain officer’s name, active law 
enforcement officers placed a 
red rose in a vase at the me-
morial in their honor. A family 
member placed one for his 
loved one. 
  Probate Judge Greg Cain 
closed the service with prayer; 
and officers of Decatur Police 
Department and the Morgan 
County Sheriff’s office pre-
sented a rifle salute. 
  Decatur Police officer Marcus 
Smiley played Taps.  President 
Joe Biden designated May 9-
15 as Police Week in the U.S. 

Continued from page 4 

Social distancing still in place at the courthouse 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Although there’s no longer a 
state order for mask wearing, 
some employees and most 
visitors to the courthouse still 
wear face coverings to protect 
against COVID-19, which re-
mains in the country and 
throughout the world. 
 Other protective measures 

such as social distancing are 
still in place at the courthouse. 
People are not allowed to 
stand in hallways and employ-
ees in offices are still behind 
plexiglass shields at their 
desks. 
 Organized lines of visitors are 
allowed around the area of 
License Commissioner Sharon 
Maxwell’s second- floor office 

where various licenses for 
businesses and recreation are 
processed as well as tag regis-
tration and driver’s license 
renewal. 
  People going to Maxwell’s 
office are not in the main-
stream of the hallway, and are 
not near people coming 
through the second-floor en-
trance. 

  There’s no room to organize 
lines on the first floor for the 
Alabama Department of Pub-
lic Safety, whose employees 
test individuals for permits 
and driver’s licenses.  
  “There are offices surround-
ing the state office and to al-
low standing in the hallway 
wouldn’t be safe for employees 
or visitors,” said Chairman 

Ray Long. “It’s all about safety 
during the pandemic.”  
  Hallways are clear on  the 
other floors of the  building, 
and “no standing  in hallway” 
signs  affixed  to  posts are  
prominent  on  first, third, 
fourth and fifth floors. “Our 
visitors feel safe and they 
know we’re looking out for 
their best interest, “Long said. 

 Left,  Chairman Ray Long  reads county proclamation;  center,  state Sen. Arthur Orr  headed to greet an attendee at  memorial service; and right, Mayor Tab Bowling  

presents  city proclamation. 

  Family members of  an officer killed in the line of duty. 
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Officially open 

Agriventure  Trail’s Piper &Leaf opening 
  The Step Out Agriventure 
Trail held its inaugural spring 
promotion in May, featuring a 
soft open of Piper & Leaf Tea 
Company at Lacey’s Spring and 
a fishing day for youth at 
Wheeler National Wildlife Ref-
uge. 

  About 200 people enjoyed 
various tea flavors while listen-
ing to Jazz music at Piper & 
Leaf. They were showered with 
hospitality and allowed to cre-
ate their own tea blends. The 
company also provided games, 
bubbles, sidewalk chalking and 
a mound of dirt for children to 
have fun. 

  About 50, including children 
of all ages enjoyed fishing at 
the refuge, according to Attor-
ney Jeff Johnson, who is man-
ager of Rural Morgan County 
Industrial Development Board. 
The board is responsible for 
creation of Agriventure Trail 
that comprises more than a 
dozen businesses in outlying 

communities in Morgan 
County.  

Organizers began building the 
trail  last spring and the effort 

gained momentum  quickly.  
It’s concept  is to showcase  
businesses located  in  rural 
Morgan County and give  peo-
ple a relaxed atmosphere to 

enjoy shopping  and  enter-
tainment while visiting the  
businesses along the trail.  
The trail runs  throughout the 
county with business locations 

in each of  the four commis-
sion districts. Commissioner 
Jeff Clark  said the trail  adds 
to the ambiance of  county 
living. 

Scenes from  the event 
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The courts 

Courts re-open, 

safety measures 

remain in place 

Safety first 

Morgan County’s judicial sys-

tem fully re-opened with 

physical court proceedings, 

but not without safety practic-

es to ward off  COVID-19 

that’s still hanging around. 

The top photo shows  a plexi-

glass shield still installed 

around Circuit Judge Jennifer 

Howell’s bench and the area 

where her judicial assistant 

sits; right, a sign with social 

distancing instructions is 

posted on the door. 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  While conducting hundreds of 
in-person proceedings, court-
rooms are still marked for social 
distancing and a certain number 
of people are allowed at one 
time to shield against COVID-
19, which is still lurking. 
 “Many hearings, when appro-
priate, are still held virtually 
through Zoom,” said Circuit 
Judge Jennifer Howell. “Judges 
see inmates for initial appear-
ances via Zoom in order to keep 
them and jail staff inside the jail 
as much as possible, so as not to 
risk COVID being brought to the 
jail. The Alabama Department 
of Corrections implemented a 
procedure that allows judges to 
conduct virtual hearings with 
state inmates as well; and circuit 
court has been able to facilitate 
the setting of a number of settle-
ment and plea hearings with 
inmates.” 
  The state purchased big-screen 
monitors that are equipped to 
handle the virtual proceedings 
in each courtroom. In addition, 
devices were purchased to  dis-
play exhibits on the monitors 
during trials, Howell said. 
  “Circuit Court has successfully 
held a number of civil and crim-
inal jury trials, including one 
that lasted seven days over the 
course of three weeks due to 
continuations and restarts be-
cause of inclement weather 
which resulted in closure of the 
courthouse,” she said. “It was 

the longest trial that’s taken 
place in years. The jury went 
above and beyond the call of 
duty in this case, which could 
not have been brought to a con-
clusion without the diligent ser-
vice of the 12 jurors. I was so 
grateful for their service and 
good attitudes, especially in 
light of the  
uncertainty of 
COVID.” 
  Since Janu-
ary, eighty 
trials were 
conducted in 
addition to 
non-jury trials 
and civil and 
criminal hearings in domestic 
cases. Plexiglass is installed at 
the judge’s bench and adjoining 
seating for witnesses and the 
judge’s judicial assistant. Masks, 
face shields and gloves are avail-
able upon request. 
  “We’ve also installed filters in 
each courtroom, which are prov-
en to be effective against the 
virus,” Howell said. “Seating in 
the courtrooms remains limited 
with markings to maintain so-
cial distancing. Notwithstand-
ing, with the exception of juve-
nile and youthful offender pro-
ceedings as well as some other 
hearings, trials are open to the 
public, subject to seating availa-
bility.” 
  The next criminal docket is set 
for June 14th. 
  “We’re excited to be fully open 
again,” said Howell. 

  Continuing a traditional 
rotation of Morgan’s three 
circuit judges, recently Judge 
Jennifer Howell passed the 
role along to Judge Charles 
Elliott who was elected two 
years ago to replace retired 
Judge Glenn Thompson. 
  “Years ago our predecessors 
began the practice of rotating 
the presiding judge role every 
two years so that each judge 

would 
have an 
oppor-
tunity to 
serve in 
that ca-
pacity 
during 
his/her 
term. When 
Judge Elliott 
and Judge Brown took the 

bench we decided to continue 
that practice,” said Howell. 
“I’m sure Judge Elliott will 
do a great job in filling the 
role.”  The position will rotate 
to Judge Stephen Brown in 
two years. Brown was elected 
two years ago to replace re-
tired Judge Steve Haddock. 
   
 “We work really good togeth-
er,” Howell said. 

Judge Elliott moves into presiding role 

Howell 

  Elliott 
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 Clark Vest Stisher Abercrombie 

Commissioners’ Report 

 

Road projects,  routine  summer duties underway in all districts 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

 While routine maintenance is underway 
in each of the county’s four districts, com-
missioners are either planning major road 
projects or resuming work on others that 
have been started. 

  “We finished a part of Marco Drive exten-
sion and after school’s out for the summer 
we’ll start back on the Hudson-Modaus 
intersection,” said District 1 Commissioner 
Jeff Clark. The wait is to keep buses from 
having to be re-routed. We have spent 
about $600,000 on paving so far. And, of 
course, we’ve started back mowing and 
mosquito spraying, which is done at 
night.” 

District 2 completed “Rebuild Alabama” 
projects, which included resurfacing Bar-
kley Bridge Road and Nance Ford Road. 

  “We were able to have the contractor re-
surface three other roads for us.—One be-
ing a project with the City of Hartselle for 
Garner Road,” said Commissioner Randy 
Vest. “We were also able to complete the 
rear parking and service area for Neel Vol-
unteer Fire Department. We hope to com-
plete repairs to three other roads before 
the end of the year to have them resur-
faced.” 

  Vest’s district shop employees are work-
ing on other projects as well. 

 “We’re putting the final grade on the out-
door practice facility at Danville High 
School,” he said. “Hopefully, they will be 
able to have them sodded and put into use 
for this fall. We’ve completed our spring 
spray program and we’re now mowing 
rights-of-way,” Vest said. “We were recent-
ly informed that the railroad crossing on 
Tabernacle Road will receive much needed 
revisions which will significantly improve 
safety concerns for that area.” 

  Vest says he’s thankful for the collabora-
tion  of CSX, Alabama Department of 
Transportation, the City of Hartselle, the 
state legislative delegation and the coun-

ty’s engineering department to de-
velop the railroad project. 

District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher 
says employees in his shop are re-
pairing damage from flooding. 

  “District 3 has been very busy with 
repetitive flooding during February, 
March and April,” said Stishser. 
“Along with the flooding came many 
potholes, trees falling and clogged 
drainage pipes. We did all we could 
do to keep up with the damage. We 

are blessed to  have this team work-
ing each and every day. I’m thankful 
for the hard work of these guys and 
for our secretary for answering all 
the phone calls.” 

 After the cleanup Stisher said his 
employees started  patching roads 
and mowing. 

  “We’re also making road improve-
ments and will begin our June spray-
ing route soon, so put your “NO 
SPRAY” signs out so that we avoid 

any areas you may not want 
sprayed.” 

  District 4 has a major road project 
planned. 

“I don’t know the exact date, but 
we’ll start paving a portion of Apple 
Grove Road in the near future,” said 
Commissioner Greg Abercrombie. 
“We’ll do that with grant funding. 
Right now, we’re mainly mowing, 
mosquito spraying and routine 
maintenance.” 

District 1  recently  finished  work on Marco Drive in Priceville   District 3 preparing to  replace culvert  on Hidden Valley Road 

Resurfaced Barkley Bridge Road in District 2 
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Honoring corrections officers 

The County Commission adopted a resolution  on April 27th to honor  county jail corrections  officers.  Com-

missioners  Don Stisher, Greg Abercrombie,, Jeff Clark and Randy Vest are pictured with the  officers as Sher-

iff Ron Puckett, front left, stands next to Chairman Ray Long to present the resolution to an officer. 

Morgan senior 

citizen centers  

re-open safely 
  The county’s eight senior citizen centers re-
opened safely in April, but participants are  
few. 
  “We opened on April 27th and attendance 
has been low,” said Commission on Aging 
Director Sandra Adams. “We’re optimistic 
that it will gradually increase over time. 
They’re hoping that all restrictions will be 
lifted.” 
  The centers are opened Monday through 
Friday. Workers continue to deliver meals to 
homebound residents and some partici-
pants are picking up their meals at the cen-
ters, Adams said. 
  Seniors who have their meals at the center 
are socially distanced and they wear masks 
when they’re not eating. 
  Currently, those who go to the centers are 
enjoying light activities, Adams said. 
 
(Photos below) 

  District 3 preparing to  replace culvert  on Hidden Valley Road 

  Morgan  County residents  returned to  senior citizen  centers to enjoy  fellowship  and activities.  In the above photos  seniors enjoy card games.  They’re 

served  a meal, also.  The county’s eight centers  re-opened after  a state order was lifted in April. 

back to fun and games 
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MCS School News 

Cotaco, Lacey’s Spring students 

build, play their own ukulele 
   Second graders at Cotaco and Lacey’s Spring schools got an oppor-
tunity to play their own ukuleles after building and painting them. A 
grant paid for kits and the Decatur Youth Symphony provided instruc-
tors to teach them to play the instrument.  

  “The ukulele building was the inauguration of our STEAM Lab di-
rected by Jessica Clark and Yvonne Johnson,” said DYS Executive Di-
rector Emily Davis. “We had an incredible time and we look forward to 
reaching more county schools in the future.” 

  Students painted the body of the ukulele with visual arts teacher April 
Childers. They attached all pieces during a couple of workshops. In-
structors  put the strings in place and taught students how to strum in 
rhythm.  

  “This was student engagement at its best”,  said Childers. “These sec-
ond graders saw how a ukulele is assembled, how the pieces work to-
gether, learned the names of each part and produced music. They will 
never forget the experience.”  With the guidance of instructors, these  students built  their ukuleles. 

  A grant from the Alabama Department of Education gave Cotaco and 
Lacey’s Spring students an opportunity to experience a different fine 
art. Fourth grade  classes teamed with Decatur Youth Symphony’s 
Drumming Instructor Aaron Plunkett; and fifth graders joined Get 
Rhythm’s creator/author John Scalici to stroke beats. 

  “Rural schools are sometimes at a disadvantage not having easy ac-
cess to theaters, dance studios, art museums, etc.,” said April Childers, 
art teacher at both schools. “I wanted to give my students some expo-
sure to the art of music and this grant, voted on by our state legisla-
tors, was an opportunity to bring in some top musicians. Also, anytime 
I can promote our county’s wonderful band programs and encourage 
student participation in the future is a win-win.” 

 Brewer High School’s Future Farmers of America members won county, district and 
state contests to become this year’s state FFA Livestock Judging Championship 
Team.  Members of the team are  Landon Hornbuckle, Blake Bennett, Emma John-
son, Maggie Raper and Caden Childers. Agriscience teacher Josh Melson is the team’s 
coach. Caden Childers also received the High Individual award for county, district 
and state competitions. The team will represent Alabama at the National FFA Con-
vention in Indianapolis, Indiana in October. 

Brewer  FFA state Championship team 
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 School News 

 Sparkman School recently won the Council for Leaders in Alabama 
Schools’ Banner School of Distinction  award. Sparkman was one of eight 
schools in the state chosen for the honor. The school received recognition 
for its GROW Group Initiative and THRIVE program. CLAS honors 
schools in the state that showcase outstanding programs and services for 
students.  

  Brewer High School Fishing Team members Cody Brooks and Fisher 
Anaya recently won first place in the Alabama Bass Nation High School 
Tournament at Lake Guntersville. Their catch was 20.91 pounds. 

  Jobs for America’s Graduates (JAG) students Caleb Hopkins and Michael Jordan 
were presented plaques for recent accomplishments during a Morgan County 
Board of Education meeting. Each student placed second in the nation at the Stu-
dent Leadership Academy, which was virtual this year, and Morgan’s JAG pro-
gram students placed in two of four event categories. Caleb won second place in 
public speaking; and Michael won second place for employability skills. 

  Morgan County Schools Technology Park students participated in an employment 
signing day event recently. Dr. Jeremy Childers stands behind two of several stu-
dents who anticipate employment with GM, YKTA, Burningtree Country Club, 
Taste of China and  early childhood education. 
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Parks and recreation 

Morgan Girls 8 &U capture state championship  
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Morgan County Girls Basket-
ball All-stars captured the 
state championship title at 
Albertville’s Sand Mountain 
Park in March.  
  Coached by Justin White, the 
eight and under team’s win 
was exhilarating on a buzzer 
beater by Bristol Greene. 
  “It was the most exciting and 

successful state tournament 
ever for Morgan County.—Not 
just for total teams, but for 
how well they all did,” said 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Sean Dailey. “If there was a 
prize for best performance by 
a league, Morgan County 
would have won hands down.” 
  Six teams in the county ad-
vanced to state competition. 
  “This was the most in Mor-

gan County’s history,” said 
Dailey.  “I am so proud of the 
work and time put in by all 
our volunteer coaches and 
kids that participated in All-
stars. Our teams earned every 
bit of their success.” 
  In addition to the top win by 
the girls’ team, Morgan Coun-
ty 10 and under Boys team, 
coached by Josh Turrentine, 
was second runner-up to a 

win by a Dothan team. Mor-
gan County’s eight and under 
boys, coached by Brandon 
Baxter, lost in overtime and 
placed third. 
  The county’s Basketball 
League President Jason Page 
praised the teams’ success. 
  “To say we are proud of our 
8&U girls for winning the 
state is an understatement. 
We’re ecstatic,” Page said. 

“We’re also proud of our 
10&U  boys, who finished sec-
ond and our 8&U boys making 
it to the final four as well. This 
was a season that faced a lot of 
challenges. COVID made a lot 
of things more difficult but, 
with the County Commission, 
Parks and Recreation, Morgan 
County’s youth basketball 

Continued on next page 

Morgan Girls Basketball 8&U Morgan  Boys Basketball  10&U 

Girls tournament action 
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Spending for upgrades 

IT director gets approval for computer systems  
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Information Technology Di-
rector George Hill got com-
mission approval at a meeting 
in April to pay a company for 
upgrades and security for 
county computer systems.  
   The County Commission ap-
proved Hill’s request to pay C-
Spire Technology Company 
$477,430 for upgraded hard-
ware. 

  “The hardware is being up-
graded for our county system 
and the sheriff’s office,” Hill 
said. “Basically, it’s going to 
expand our data storage ca-
pacity for future growth and 
set up disaster recovery be-
tween the courthouse and the 
jail. If one building gets taken 
out by a tornado, we can still 
operate from the other build-
ing.  This is also going to help 
facilitate the sheriff’s body 

cam storage capacity.” 
  Hill said C-Spire will not 
monitor the county’s system. 
The one-time payment will pay 
for hardware and for company 
staff to help install the hard-
ware. 
  “There will be a small admin-
istrative fee,” he said. 
   He says the upgrade will al-
low the county’s system 
through which multiple tasks 
are performed, including in-

voicing and payroll, to remain 
under his department’s con-
trol. 
  “With recent data breaches of 
other agencies, I think it’s best 
we keep control of our data in-
house,” Hill said. “We’re al-
ready doing everything we can 
to protect against breaches 
and this is just another layer of 
security.” 
  In January 2020 the commis-
sion approved a request from 

Hill to pay C-Spire $8,000 per 
month to implement Office 
365 and acquire licensing for 
county computers. The con-
tract for those services is from 
Feb. 1, 2020 through Jan. 31, 
2023, with a total cost of 
$280,000 for a combined total 
of $757,430. The company is 
headquartered in Ridgeland, 
Miss. 
 Hill says he’s pleased with the 
company’s services. 

league and schools working 
together we made it hap-
pen. “ 
  Page said his initial goal 
was for the teams to stay in 
the game until Christmas 
break. 
  “I believed if we could 

make it that far we would 
have a chance to finish the 
season,” Page said. “I would 
like to thank everyone from 
parents and kids to the 
County Commission for 
their efforts in making this 
basketball season a success 
and I look forward to an-
other successful year next 
season.” 

Construction  of   facility to house park/recreation, tag, 

property tax and Commission on Aging offices  in progress 

 Construction underway on the new facility to house several county  offices. 

Continued from page 12 

Championship 

 Officials are hopeful that 
construction of two county 
facilities will be finished 
before the end of the fiscal 
year. 
  One is located on Shull 
Road in District 2 and the 
other is being built behind 
the District 4 county shop. 
  “Our hope is that we’ll 
have it done before the end 

of September, so they can 
move in before the new fis-
cal year,” said Chairman 
Ray Long. 
  The building in Hartselle 
will house Parks and Recre-
ation, Commission on Ag-
ing and satellite offices for 
tag/license and property 
tax. 
  The building replaces an 

old structure built in the 1960s. 
  “It had been renovated a cou-
ple of times,” Long said. It was 
time for a new one. “  

A second facility to house  tag 
and revenue offices is under-
way, also. Long said that build-
ing should be finished around 

the same time.   
While construction is underway, 
the county offices are in a facili-
ty at North Park. 
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Branch  Locations 

211 Lee St. NE 

1830 Modaus Road SW 

1309 Stratford Road SE 

Sponsor of this publication 

Sponsor of this publication 

Support local businesses 

Sponsor of this publication 
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  The Voice of Morgan County is a product of the Morgan County Com-

mission and none of its content may be reproduced without permission 

from the governing authority. 

The commission established the Communications Department, from which 

the quarterly publication was created in 2012, and it currently goes into 

more than 48,000 homes throughout the county. 

  It is produced by Communications Director Sheryl Marsh. 

 The Morgan County Commission  has  

free Rx  discount cards for county 

residents. Collectively, the cards have 

resulted in hundreds of thousands of 

dollars in savings for people who 

have used them. 

  To get your card please go to our 

website: www.co.morgan.al.us and 

click on Coast to Coast to request 

one. We will mail it to you. There are 

no eligibility requirements. 

@MorganCoComm 

Morgan County Commission 

About  The  Voice of  Morgan County 

Rx cards  available 


